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[image: image2.png]‘The Bible holds significant truth about the people who follow Jesus. It describes who we are, how we
must live, and why we are stil here. Here are some foundational ideas that will overarch our discussion
and will focus our conversation.

FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS:

1)

‘The Church refers to the PEOPLE OF GOD.
2 Cor 6:16—"1 willlive with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be
my people.” (Lev 26:12) We are going to examine what marks the Church—the people of God.
A Focus on RELATIONSHIP.

The way we spezk, language, the specific words we use—these are all used to paint pictures for
Us..to explain, clarify, and help us understand more adequately the relationship between things
i the world. We are going to focus on understanding our relationship with Christ.

Our PURPOSE: The purpose of the church s to worship God with our lives and to carry on the
work of Christ in proclaiming the gospel to those who don't yet know Jesus (Matthew 22:38-40;
Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Acts 13:47; Romans 12:1-2). Thus the gospel and its ife
transforming character stands at the heart of the church and is to be reflected in each of us.
Our discussion on the marks of the people of God (the church) will be focused on helping us
accomplish this task.

While worth conversations, for the sake of our time together...

WHAT WE WILL NOT DISCUS

1)

2

Denominations/Denominationalism

Our conversation is not going to center on church history or how denominations developed,
including our own. Our focus again, is going to be on what marks the people of God.
Government/Policy

We are not going to focus our discussion on how decisions are made, how leadership is
structured, and which forms of government and leadership are best for a local body. We will
Focus on how we live as individual followers of Christ and as 2 corporate body.
Rites/Ordinances/Sacraments

We are not going to discuss these specifically. There are many opportunities to worship and
serve God through that which, through church history, have encouraged followers of Christ
toward 2 deeper relationship with Him. But we will focus on how we live in relationship to
Jesus.
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A WEDDING STORY

JESUS...MARRIED?
Mk 2:18-20
John 3:29

EPHESIANS 5:22-33—HUSBAND/WIFE..JESUS/HIS PEOPLE
*  Mutual submission—the foundation

AS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, WHAT DO WE DO?
*  v.22-24—submit to Christ because Christ is head and Savior

AS THE BRIDEGROOM, WHAT DOES JESUS DO?
© v.25—loves
«  v.25—sacrifices Himself/lays down His life
©  v.29—loves as His own body
o v.29—feeds
o v.29—cares for

AS THE BRIDE, OUR BENEFIT:
v.26—made holy/clean—by the washing through the Word
v.27—made radiant—without stain, wrinkle, blemish...holy & blameless

*  v.31-32—made one with Jesus—most intimate of all relationships

WHAT MAKES A “GOOD BRIDE"?
How do we live as the “bride of Christ”?

2 Corinthians 11:2-4

Proverbs 31

What is the result?

Bottom line:
The Church...the people of God...are marked by RADIANCE. The church is defined by FAITHFULNESS TO
OUR REDEEMER!

We willingly submit ourselves to JESUS, OUR BELOVED...allowing our love for Him to show in our lives!
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RADIANCE directs glory, honor, and praise to our Rescuer!
RADIANCE attracts others to Jesus!

The RADIANT LIFE is marked by COMMITMENT, FAITHFULNESS, & GENUINE LOVE FOR GOD—for the
individual Christ-follower and for the church as a whole.

How can | live RADIANTLY this week?
 Honestly allow the Spirit to live in and through you as you work, talk with neighbors, and spend
time with friends
Tell others about the truly amazing things God has done in your life
Follow through on commitments you have made to God
Stand against the pressures of the world at work, at home, with friends
An others?

How can WE live RADIANTLY as the people of God?
Serve our community with no strings attached—love them because God does, not so they will
come to our church, but so they will know God and be the church
* Live what we believe—with grace (& truth), mercy (& justice), generosity (& stewardship)
o Anyothers?





Note: This series will not have linkable Scriptures due to a malfunction in the originating computer.








