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[image: image2.png]‘The Bible holds significant truth about the people who follow Jesus. It describes who we are, how we
must live, and why we are stil here. Here are some foundational ideas that will overarch our discussion
and will focus our conversation.

FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS:

1)

‘The Church refers to the PEOPLE OF GOD.
2 Cor 6:16—"1 willlive with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be
my people.” (Lev 26:12) We are going to examine what marks the Church—the people of God.
A Focus on RELATIONSHIP.

The way we spezk, language, the specific words we use—these are all used to paint pictures for
Us..to explain, clarify, and help us understand more adequately the relationship between things
i the world. We are going to focus on understanding our relationship with Christ.

Our PURPOSE: The purpose of the church s to worship God with our lives and to carry on the
work of Christ in proclaiming the gospel to those who don't yet know Jesus (Matthew 22:38-40;
Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Acts 13:47; Romans 12:1-2). Thus the gospel and its ife
transforming character stands at the heart of the church and is to be reflected in each of us.
Our discussion on the marks of the people of God (the church) will be focused on helping us
accomplish this task.

While worth conversations, for the sake of our time together...

WHAT WE WILL NOT DISCUS

1)

2

Denominations/Denominationalism

Our conversation is not going to center on church history or how denominations developed,
including our own. Our focus again, is going to be on what marks the people of God.
Government/Policy

We are not going to focus our discussion on how decisions are made, how leadership is
structured, and which forms of government and leadership are best for a local body. We will
Focus on how we live as individual followers of Christ and as 2 corporate body.
Rites/Ordinances/Sacraments

We are not going to discuss these specifically. There are many opportunities to worship and
serve God through that which, through church history, have encouraged followers of Christ
toward 2 deeper relationship with Him. But we will focus on how we live in relationship to
Jesus.
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FOLLOW THE LEADER

TWO PICTURES (v.1-10)

ONE WHO COMES IN THE GATE
o Sheep pen = Israel
 Knows the sheep

THE GATE
o Entrance & Exit
«  Determining Point

THE SHEPHERD (v.11-18, 27-28)

.

.
.
.

Knows his sheep (v.3-4, 14, 16, 27)
Guides his sheep (v.3-4, 16, 27)
Protects his sheep (v.11, 14, 17-18, 28)s
Brings in more sheep (v. 16)

THE SHEEP (v.11-18, 27-28)

o listen (v.4, 27)
o follow (v. 4-5, 27)
..to be united (v.16)

BOTTOM LINE:
The Church...the people of God...are marked by GUIDANCE. The church is defined by WHO WE FOLLOW!

We willingly follow the LEADERSHIP AND INSTRUCTION of God in every aspect of our lives...not matter
how difficult or different from those around us!

GUIDANCE starts with genuine trust in God!
GUIDANCE understands the full sufficiency of Christ!
GUIDANCE demonstrates dependence on the Holy Spirit!

The GUIDED LIFE is marked by LISTENING, UNDERSTANDING, AND OBEDIENCE—for the individual Christ-
follower and for the church as a whole.

How can | follow God’s GUIDANCE this week?

o e e e e

Listen to His voice—start with what He has already told you to do—read the Bible.
Follow the example of Jesus—live and love like He did.

Obey what God is telling you—trust Him to protect you.

Invite others to enjoy the life God has for us.

Anything else?
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«  Make His values our values
« Do whatever we can to bring others into the Kingdom
«  Anything else?





Note: This series will not have linkable Scriptures due to a malfunction in the originating computer.








