[image: image1.png]THE CHURCH IS NOT A BUILDING!
The Marks of the People of God

Pastor Jeff Summers
Evangelical Free Church, Mount Shasta

0



[image: image2.png]‘The Bible holds significant truth about the people who follow Jesus. It describes who we are, how we
must live, and why we are stil here. Here are some foundational ideas that will overarch our discussion
and will focus our conversation.

FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS:

1)

‘The Church refers to the PEOPLE OF GOD.
2 Cor 6:16—"1 willlive with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be
my people.” (Lev 26:12) We are going to examine what marks the Church—the people of God.
A Focus on RELATIONSHIP.

The way we spezk, language, the specific words we use—these are all used to paint pictures for
Us..to explain, clarify, and help us understand more adequately the relationship between things
i the world. We are going to focus on understanding our relationship with Christ.

Our PURPOSE: The purpose of the church s to worship God with our lives and to carry on the
work of Christ in proclaiming the gospel to those who don't yet know Jesus (Matthew 22:38-40;
Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Acts 13:47; Romans 12:1-2). Thus the gospel and its ife
transforming character stands at the heart of the church and is to be reflected in each of us.
Our discussion on the marks of the people of God (the church) will be focused on helping us
accomplish this task.

While worth conversations, for the sake of our time together...

WHAT WE WILL NOT DISCUS

1)

2

Denominations/Denominationalism

Our conversation is not going to center on church history or how denominations developed,
including our own. Our focus again, is going to be on what marks the people of God.
Government/Policy

We are not going to focus our discussion on how decisions are made, how leadership is
structured, and which forms of government and leadership are best for a local body. We will
Focus on how we live as individual followers of Christ and as 2 corporate body.
Rites/Ordinances/Sacraments

We are not going to discuss these specifically. There are many opportunities to worship and
serve God through that which, through church history, have encouraged followers of Christ
toward 2 deeper relationship with Him. But we will focus on how we live in relationship to
Jesus.
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CHANGES

WHO'S AKING?
o John18:37

IF JESUS IS KING...THAN WHO ARE HIS PEOPLE?

A COMPARISON
1Pt2:9
THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIVE

THOSE WHO BELIEVE

WHAT IS THE MARK OF THIS KINGDOM? REVOLUTION

CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO: Matthew 5-7

*  KINGDOM VALUES vs. WORLDLY VALUES

THE REVOLUTION
2 Corinthians 5:11-21
«  Welive on the edge—having RADICAL TRUST in God and His love (v.13-15)
o We are “compelled”
o Our conviction: through Jesus we can live life as it was meant to be lived

© We see people—having the heart of God, we see with COMPASSIONATE EVES the possibility of
TRANSFORMATION (v.16-17)
o We are “catalysts
o Our goal: everyone be transformed

©  We are the message—having experienced redemption, we LIVE THE MESSAGE and we SHARE
THE MESSAGE (v.18-21...especially, 20-21)
o We are “ambassadors
o Ourmessage: Our King s strong enough

BOTTOM LINE:
The Church...the people of God...are marked by a REVOLUTIONARY LIFE. The church is defined by THE
WAY WE LIVE!

We willingly follow the KING as His LIVING MESSAGE...no matter what happens.
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[image: image4.png]Revolution shows up in the choices we make.
Revolution is determined by how much we trust our King. Itis all or it is nothing!
Revolution changes everything!

The REVOLUTIONARY LIFE is marked by RADICAL TRUST, COMPASSIONATE LOVE, AND A LIVING
MESSAGE—for the individual Christ-follower and for the church as a whole.

How can | be the REVOLUTION this week?
 Spend money on the cause of Christ instead of yourself.
«  Reconcile a relationship that has needed your attention. Forgive where needed, ask to be
forgiven.
«  Tell someone about God's love.
« Care for orphans & widows in our community, in the world.
«  Anything else?

How can WE be the REVOLUTION as a local church?
 Love our community into the Kingdom—one life, one family, one neighborhood at a time.
o Selflessly serve our community.
o Anything else?
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Note: This series will not have linkable Scriptures due to a malfunction in the originating computer.








